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HAT monſtrous Noiſe is 
that? for God's ſake, Paul, 

go and ſee what is the mat- 
ter; 1 proteſt I am afraid they will break 
the Gate down, 

Gloriana Strut. Dum dos: dum, com, 
dum. Who's there ? whos there? why 
dont ye open the Gate? Are Women of 
n, to Wait like Beggars? 

Paul. What is the | Reaſon, good Wo- 

man, that you make ſuch a Diſturbance at 
the Gate? What is it that you want? whence 
go. on come? and who are ou? 

ö rien Hrrut. Good Woman, Imper- 
none. Is that your Manners to a Chri- 
ſtian Woman gf Quality? Wby dont you 
open the Gate, Blockhead? I want to 


come in. 
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Paul. Theſe Gates are not to be opened 
ſo haſtily, Miſtreſs. We muſt know firſt, 
who you are, and what you are, and when 
you come, in order to a ſtrict Examination 
of your Right to Admittance within theſe 
Walls. 

Gloriana Strut. Moſt reverend and for- 
mal Sir, give me leave to ask you a Queſtion 
in my Turn; and it is ten to one, but I 
2 ſave you the Trouble of ſuch a nice 

nquiry. 
aul. You are welcome to ask as many 
as you pleaſe. 

Gloriana Strut. Firſt then, I deſire to 
know what this Place is called! 

Paul. It is called Paradiſe. 
 Gloriana Strut. The next thing that 1 
muſt beg to be informed of, is, what Fer- 
ſons of Quality you have here. 

Paul. We —_ of no ſuch Sect. 

- Gloriana'Strut. What! a Paradiſe and 
no Perſons of Quality in it! I have certainly 
miſſed my Way, and miſtaken the Place; 
pray excuſc the Trouble, and be ſo good as 

to tell me, where I may find the Qualitys 
Paradiſe, and which is the ſhorreſt way to 
it. 

Paul. I aſſure you, Miſtreſs, that I know 
of no other Paradiſe, but what is within 
theſe Walls; and Jam obliged to tell you, 
that * arc under an unavoidable N 1 1 
| "_ 
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of anſwering thoſe Queſtions, which I juſt 
now put to you. 

Gloriana Strut. That Neceſlity gives me 

little Concern, I aſſure you; for my 
Condition and Family is ſuch, as the great- 
eſt Princes might be proud of: for you have 
here before you, no leſs a Perſon, than the 
Honourable Glorfana Strut, Widow, a true 
and flouriſhing Branch of the Houſe of the 
Rodomonte Mentiroſo's, my Royal An- 
ceſtors, and Kings of Hibernia; and as to 
my Abode, it is at the lower End of Qua- 
lity-Court, near the Palace of St. Janes, 
in the Metropolis of Great Britain. 

Paul. The Account which you haye given 
me is ſufficient for the preſent, be pleaſed 
to retire, and Care ſhall be taken of you, 
till the Committee thinks proper to hear 
you. 

Peter. Well, Maſter Paul, I am glad 

to ſee you ſafe returned; ſure you have had 
a little Army to deal with, by the great 
Fracaſs and rattling of the Gates. 

Paul. 1 ſhould have thought fo too, if 
I had not gone there myſelf but J aſſure 
you that all that terrible Tintamar was made 
merely by one ſingle Chriſtian Woman of 
Quality, as ſne calls herſelf. 

Peter. Woman of Quality! what is that! 

Paul. Truly I did not know myſelf, till 
about half an Hour ago, when the Lady 
* was pleaſed to give me the following 
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ſuccinct Account of it; viz. God makes 
Kings, and Kings make Quality, and Qua- 
lity takes place of all inferior Orders. 

Peter. And is that the important Pre- 
eminence that has occaſioned this Woman 
to make all that i impertinent Clattering and 
Noile ? 

Paul. It is of the utmoſt Importance to 
them, it ſeems; for, upon my treating it 
as a Trifle, her Anſwer was; To you, Sir, 
who are not acquainted with its Advan- 
tages, it may ſeem ſo indeed; but it is our 


greateſt Glory and higheſt Bliſs: for I will 


venture to ſay, that the moſt fortunate Con- 
queror never felt half the Raptures, in his 
triumphal Car, that a Woman of Quality 
does, when ſhe moves along an Aſſembly, 
with ſuperior Pomp, addreſſing herſelf all 
the way, with an humble Sneer and diſ- 


dainful Civility to all her Inferiors: Or if 


ſne walks majeſtick, ſcattering Contempt 
around; Oh, the Guſto ! to ſee the paltry 
Creatures ready to burſt with Envy and 
Spight about one. | 

Peter. A moſt religious and godly Tranſ- 
port truly! and all that I can gather from 
it, is, that this new-fangled Bauble, called 
Quality, has poiſoned the whole Species 3 
for it has made one Part of it as proud, and 
the other as ſpightful as the Devil. I ſup- 


poſe that ſhe is one of your Great-· ones, by 


the Airs ſne gives herſelf: But here is 
Luke 
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Lule coming, he has read her Journal per- 
-haps, and can let me farther into her Cha- 
rater, 

Paul. Well met, old Friend; you that 
are ſo curious in Journals; pray have you 
ſeen the Honourable Gloriana Struts yet? 
If you have, pray give us a little farther 
light into her, for ſhe appears to me to be 
far the moſt romantick Creature that ever 
pretended to Paradiſc. 

Luke. By what appears in the Regiſter, 
ſhe is a very romantick ſort of a Chriſtian 
indeed ; for ſhe has all the Vanity and Folly 
of a Coquet, with the Pride and Infolence 
of a Prieſt, She takes her Paſſions to be 
Virtues, and is quite a Drawcanſir for the 
Faith. In ſhort, ſhe is a poor, empty, hor, 
ſuperſtitious Creature, that means no harm, 
and hopes for Salvation, by cramming the 
Clergy, .and cating Fiſh upon Fridays, and 
ſuch like religious Figarics. 

Peter. If ſhe has converſed ſo much with 
the Clergy, I am afraid that we ſhall have a 
great deal of trouble with her; for they 
will have taught her to quibble and lye moſt 
abominably. 

Paul. Not a jot the more for that, Bro- 
ther; for your true Parſon never thinks of 
any thing, but guzling and ſtuffing his 
Guts, as long as there is Meat and Drink 
before him. 


Peter. 


** 
Peter. Well, I do not know what is 
the Meaning of it, but I have ſtrange Ap- 
prehenſions about the Trial of this Perſon 
of Quality, as ſne calls herſelf, we muſt 
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have a ſharp Manager. 

Paul. What think you of good John 
Bunyan the Tinker, he is a ſhrewd Fellow, 
let me tell you, and a Match for one of ten 
times ſuch a Woman's Abilities, 

Peter, Well, order it as you pleaſe, for 
to be ſure you underſtand. theſe things bet- 
ter than I do; but prithee be ſo good as to 
fit by me, for I ſhall certainly make ſomę 
-Blunder, if I am left to myſelf. 

Paul. Fig, Man; you cannot poſlibly 
make any Miſtake; for not only all the 
Facts are — the Journal, but the Motives 
and Intention are marked down too? ſo 
that you need only caſt your Eye upon it, 
and it will direct you in every Step. | 

Peter. I proteſt, Brother Paul, one 
would think, that you mentioned the Jour- 
nal on purpoſe to affront me; for you know 
very well, that I am fo far from being able 
to read, chat I do not know a Letter. 

Paul. And I muſt proteſt too, Brother 
Peter, that you are ſo very teſty, that there 
is no living with you. I know very well, 
Sir, that neither you, nor half the Frater- 
nity can read: but the Clerk can read, and 
15 not that quite as well? 


Peter. 
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Peter. Matters of Science may ſeem very 


eaſy to a Scholar; but I am very ſure. of 
this, that a Judge that docs not know his 
Letters, muſt make very bungling Work, in 
a Cauſe that is to be tried by a Regiſter ; 
eſpecially where the whole Weight of the 
Affair lies upon him alone. My -Reputa- 
tion to me is as dear as another's. 

Paul. The whole Weight lie upon you 


alone, ſay you! Sure, Brother Peter, you 


forget yourſelf ſtrangely ! Are not we all 
in Commiſſion to hear and determine as 
well as you ? 

Peter. To hear and determine as well 
as me, ſay you! Why, what do you think 
that theſe Keys were given me for, but to 
open the Gates to thoſe, whom I ſhould 


approve of, and to exclude all thoſe whom 


I ſhould think proper to reject? for a Man 
would have very little reaſon to be proud 
of carrying fifty or ſixty Pound Weight of 
Iron dangling at his Girdle, if he were not to 
have ſome extraordinary Privilege above the 
reſt. 

Paul. Why, can you be ſo weak, can 
you be ſuch an Animal, as to imagine, that 
becauſe you drag fifty or ſixty Pound Weight 
of Iron at your Girdle every day, that it is 
a ſufficient Reaſon for you to controul the 
Committee? I muſt tell you, Sir, that the 
only reaſon why you were made choice of, 
was becauſe you were much hardicr and 
: ſtronger 
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ſtronger than the reſt of the Commiſſioners ; | 
your. Merit lay in your Haunches and your 


Shoulders, and not in your Head; and 


there are other Animals that would have 
perform'd that Duty with as much Dignity, 
and leſs Arrogance. 

Peter. Very well, Mr. Paul ! it is very 
well, Sir; but I ſhall find a time. However, 
at preſent let us proceed to Buſineſs, and call 
in Counſellor — and the Chriſtian 
. of Quality. 

- Bunyan. Mrs. Gloriana Strut, the Com- 
mittee having appointed me to manage for 
it, and to examine your Conduct in your 
late State of Probation, it is my Duty to let 
you know, that the Court is ready to hear 
what you have to offer. 

Gloriana Strut. 1 come, Sir, from the 
other World, where I have been in a State 
of Probation about thirty-cight, or I may 
ſay near forty Years; and having made my- 
ſelf perfectly fit for Paradiſe, my Buſineſs 
here is to claim Admiſſion. 

Bunyan. That you will certainly have, 
provided the Court finds that you arc fi 
for it; and it is incumbent upon you to 
ſnew that you are ſo. 

Gloriana Strut. Gentlemen, ſince my 


preſent Situation is ſuch, that T ſhall be 


obliged to do juſtice to my own Merit, I 
N that the — of ſuch Truths, as 
1 will 
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will unavoidably diſtinguiſh me from the 
reſt of my Sex, will be aſcribed to Neceſ- 
ſity rather than to Vanity. To begin then 
with my Otigin; I am of Royal Deſcent ; 
a genuine and flouriſhing Branch of the 
Rodomonte Memtiroſd's, the moſt renowned 
of Hibernia's Monarchs. 1 feel the Great- 
neſt of my Origin; for my Soul is ſo big 
with Excellencies, and ſo ſwoln with Vir- 
tues, that it is continually telling me, how 
much ſuperior 1 am to every thing I ſee, 

l muſt beg the Court's Indulgetice 
for a Moment, till I can recover my Diſ- 

order; for I proteſt to you, Gentlemen, 
that the Reflection alone, upon my own 
exorbirant Merit and Greatneſs, puts my 
Spirits into ſuch an exalted and tumultuous 
Ferment, that it quite covers me with Con- 
fuſion. However, ſince I am under a ne- 
ceſſity of diſplaying ſome of the moſt cha- 
racteriſtical of my great Actions, I muſt 
take the liberty to tell you, that when this 
Majeſty of mine thought fit to grace your 
Temples, they were thronged with Vota- 
ries. I have ſupported your Myſteries, I 
have adorn d your Altars, and I have fatten d 
your Prieſts. In ſhort, I have done fo. 
much for Religion, that I am ſtiled the Glory 
and Pillar of the Church; and this Lurge 
as my Title to the firſt Place in Paradiſe. 
- Bunyan. This is an extraordinary good 
Character, I muſt confeſs; but it ts no 
more than what all Women conſtantly give 
C themſelves: 
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themſelves: Wherefore we muſt try theſe, 
and many more Particulars, by that juſt and 
impartial Record called the-Regiſter. 
_ . GlorianaStrut. What does the Man tell 
me of other Women for! What has my 
Merit to do with other Women's Vanity 
and Impertinence? Becauſe ſome Fellows 
are ill bred Boobies, does it follow that all 
the reſt of Mankind muſt be Clowns? 
Bunyan. Tho thy Remark, Lady, be 
exceeding juſt, yet I very much ſuſpe that 
thy fine Qualities will be very like the fine 
Qualities of the reſt of the Sex; but as this 
Point will be ſoon cleared by the Regiſter, 
I beg that the Clerk would turn to Page 
27, and read that whole Article upon G/o- 
riana's going to Church, from her firſt Ad- 
miſſion, in the Year 1675, to 1743. | 
| Luke. Iten, that the Honourable Ms. 
Gloriana Strut is ſo fantaſtical in her Dreſs, 
and trifles away ſo many Hours in admiring 
herſelf, and being glavered by her Maid, 
that ſhe always comes into Church, when 
the reſt of the Congregation are intent upon 
their Devotions; and for fear ſhe ſhould 
not be ſufficiently taken notice of, ſhe en- 
ters with ſo much Inſolence and Noiſe, 
that ſhe not only ſcares and aſtoniſhes Mul- 
titudes of old Women that are in 2 godly 
Doze ; but ſpreads ſuch Confuſion through 
the whole Congregation, that the good 
People can ſcarce tell where they are, or 
- Vi | what 
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- what they are about. Nor is this Diſorder 
ſoon at an end; for what with the Stateli- 
neſs of her Motions, her Wriggles, her 
Pauſes, her Sinks and her Slides, ſhe is a full 
Quarter of an Hour in getting to her Scat ; 
then follow her familiar Nods, Smiles, and 
Grimaces upon the Nobility, and a dozen 
or two of ſcornful Curt ſies to her Infe- 
riors : Which, with the Addition of a few 
fine Airs proper for the Occaſion, takes up 
the Attention of the whole Aſſembly, during 
the remaining Part of the Service; giving 
great Offence to the few that are well in- 
clined, and a very bad Example to all the reſt. 
In ſhort, her Follies and Extravagances are 
ſo contagious, that ſhe has made Coquets 
and Beggars of all the Women, and Pup- 

pics of all the Men that have followed her. 
| Bunyan. You have heard the Charge, 
Madam, and a very heavy one it is; for it 
is no leſs, than that you have diſturbed and 
corrupted every Congregation that you have 
mixed with, for the ſpace of ſixty- eight 
Years together. The Court is diſpoſed to 
give you the utmoſt Indulgence, and waits 
to hear what you have to ſay in your De- 
fence. | 
Gloriana Strut. It is alledged, I per- 
ceive, that the Beauty of my Perſon, the 
Majeſty of my Air, and the Elegance of 
my Dreſs, are apt to diſturb well-diſpoſcd 
Chriſtians, whilſt they are engaged in their 
: CG publick 
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publick Devotions. Is it a Crime then, for 


cauty to appear at religious Aſſemblies ? 
Or is our Drefs to be ſplendid in the Courts 
of Princes, and is it to be mal. propre and 
neglected in the Houſe of God ? Or ſhall the 
Power and Influence of my Perſon be found 
fault with, when your own Prieſts have not 
ſcrupled to aſſure me, that it has given Life 
and Reputation to your Goſpel? Nor is it 
leſs evident, that the Eclat of my Entrance 
into your Afﬀemblies, has awakened the 
low-bred drouſy Chriſtian, and led him to 
adore his Creator, by virtue of the inex- 
preſſible Charms, which he admired in the 
Creature. And is it a Sin, I beſeech you, 
for Quality to fympathiſe, and let their mu- 
tual Joy fir ſmiling in their Countenance ? 
Am 1, pray, the Guardian of my Sex? If 
I was fairer than the Lilly, ſweeter than 


Jeſſamin, and more lovely than the Roe, 


was the tawny Vulgar obliged to paint! Or 
if the Splendor of my Dreſs was ſuitable to 
my Dignity, were thoſe Apes of Quality, 
the ſaucy Citizens, obliged to be extrava- 


'gant? I little expected, I muſt own, that 


my Conduct would ever have been reflected 


upon; but ſince it is my hard Fate to find 


it ſo, I ſhall beg leave to lay before you the 


petnicious, nay the fatal Conſequences of a 


contrary Behaviour. Suppoſe then that the 
Honourable 'Gloriana Strat had amuſed 


herſelf at home, upon godly Days and fa- 


cred 
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cred Feſtivals, and left the Church to half- 
bred Upſtarts and plodding Citizens 

would not Thoufands of fine. Gentlemen 
have diverted themſelves ſomewhere clſe? 
And would not as many. faſhionable Wives 
and Daughters of pretending Shop-keepers, 
have been aſhamed to be ſcen at a Place, 
which their Betters had deſpiſed and neg- 
lected? This would have led to Apoſtacy, 
and they would ſoon have refuſed to pay, 
for what they were aſhamed to make ule 
of: And then, adieu ſpiritual Eſtates! Adicu 
Eccleſiaſtick Luxury and Pomp! Adicu 
Church ! 

Bunyan. Here is a good Woman for you! 
ſhe has ruined her Family, corrupted every 
filly Creature like herſelf, diſturbed 

Gloriana Strut. You lie in your Teeth, 
Sirrah, like a paultry, ſeribbling Tinker as 
you are, to ſay that I have corrupted Man- 
kind, when it is well known that I have 
not only edified, but honoured and adorned 
the World. 

Peter. Theſe Paſſions 1 aſſure you, Ma- 
dam, are very unbecoming a Chriſtian, and 
I hope we ſhall ſce no more of them. 

Gloriana Strut. Pray what were our 
Paſſions made for, but to be uſed upon a 
proper Occaſion ? Is a Woman of Quality to 
ſtand tamely by, and hear herſelf inſulted 

by an infamous, ſchiſmatical Heretick, and 
not reprimand him for 1t ? 
Peter. 
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Peter. You are not inſulted, Madam, 
but accuſed before a Court of Juſtice, and 
are not to interrupt the Counſel. Go on, 
Mr. Bunyan. 1 

Bunyan. As I was ſaying, my Lord, ſhe 
has corrupted every filly Creature. like her- 
ſelf, diſturbed every Congregation ſhe ever 
came into; has pampered the Prieſts, and 
turned publick Worſhip into a Farce, and 
expects to be highly rewarded, for the ex- 
traordinary Service ſhe has done to Re- 
ligion. | | 

Gloriana Strut. I am quite aſtoniſhed ! 
nor can I poſlibly imagine what People 
would have, or what they mean by reli- 
gious Duties, if thoſe which I have per- 
formed may not be reckon'd ſuch : For if 
ſcrupulouſly practiſing all the Means, will 
entitle a Perſon of Honour to a high Rank 
amongſt the politeſt Chriſtians, I am ſure 
that I muſt have an indiſputable Right, to 
a very diſtinguiſh'd Degree of Eminence. 
Has there been a Sacrament, of Conſe- 
quence at leaſt, which I have not paid my 
Devoirs at? Have I not eaten Fiſh upon 
Fridays, baniſhed Black-Pudding, abſtained 


from ſmothered Rabbets, been conſpicuous 


formy Charities, a Stickler for Myſteries, 
and zealous for the Faith? Have I not 
feaſted the Clergy, honoured the Function, 
and execrated every one that did not adore it? 


Wat 
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What could the ureſt and' moſt perfect 
Chriſtian do more 

Bunyan. Pray, 50 Lads, * pleaſed 
to inform the Court of your Motives, or 
what you hoped for or propoſed, by thoſe 
religious Exerciſes. 

- Gloriana'Strut, Sir, I propoſed nothing 
but what came to paſs, I affurc you; vi. 
to be taken notice of as the chief Patron 
of poſitive Duties, and to be looked upon 
as the moſt faſhionable, exemplary, and 
polite Chriſtian, that ever ren A conſe- 
erated Place of Worſhip. 

Bunyan. 1 am ſorry to ſay it, Madam ; 
bur you have been egregiouſly miſs-led. Pray 
what did you learn during the fixty-cight 
Years that you ſo conſtantly frequented the 
Church? Did your Spiritual 2 * 
teach you any thing? . 

Cloriana Strut; Teach me any wage ! 
Why, do thoſe pragmatical College- bred 
Animals imagine, that they are fit to teach 
Ladies of Quality how! to * thems 
ſelves ! 

Bunyan. Excuſe me, Nadim; for 1 did 
not propoſe a Parſon,” either to teach you 
Manners, or to dance; but I thought that 
they might poſhbly endeavour to perſuade 
vou to be virtuous, charitable and juſt. And 
ſince you pique yourſelf upon being moſt 
td religious, it was natural for me to 

Dy ngid 3509 imagine, 
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imagine, that. you had given 4 to 
their Chriſtian Exhortations. 
. Gloriana Strut. Pardon me, Sir, I nally 


cannot ſay that I have. When there has 


beca but indifferent Company indeed, and 
I myſclf have been but indifferently dreis'd, 
I have hearkened a little now and then; 
but finding by the Tenor of the Diſcourſe 
that it did not relate to me, I generally 
paſſod my Time in reading Bilcs-dour, or 
criticiſing my Friends. 

Banyan. This is 2 pretty extraordinary 


Account which you have given of yourſeli. 


Pray what did you go to Church for? 

Gloriana Strut. It is an odd ſort of 2 
Queſtion, I muſt confes, to ac a Woman 
of Quality what ſhe goes to Church for. 
Bar, to leave nothing without its proper 
Anſwer, among a thouſand other good 
Reaſons, be pleaſed to accept of the few 
that follow ; uig. I went to ſhew my Chri- 
ſtianity and my Clothes, to criticiſe Dreſs, 


and to furniſh myſelf with freſh Matter for 


the next Viſit. 
Bunyan. A ſine fort of Chriſtianity 


truly ! 1 be ſhewn with 


fine Clothes; but where is the Vittuc ! 
; where is the Charity 


. 
Gloriaua Strut. Good Maſter Bunyan, 


I 'muſt tell you, that you know very little 
of Quality, if you imagine, that when all 


the Requiſites to their Dignity and Plea- 
ſures 
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ſures are paid for, that there will be much 
remaining for Charity; pot but that I 
think i it a creditable ſort of a Virtue enough, 
when it is properly applied; but I have no 
notion of a Perſon of Quality s encouraging 
a Parcel of naſty, ſtinking Beggars to come 
and poiſon them; I proteſt it is a burning 
ſhame, that ſuch Vermine ſhould be al- 
lowed to exiſt: my Maxim was this, give 
them nothing 3 then -they muſt cither 
work or ſtarve. 

Bunyan. Your Ladyſhip'sWays and Means 
would be quite infallible, could they be 
perſuaded not to rob or ſteal. However, 
ſince you are not abſolutely againſt ſome 
ſort of Relief to proper Objects, and ſeem 
to be as nice in your Charities as in every 
thing elſe, be fo obliging as to give us a 
Sample of one or two of the prettieſt of 
them, for certainly they cannot but be ex- 
treamly curious. 

Gloriana Strut. So is every thing 5 
is excellent, is it not? But ſince you are ſo 
deſirous of Specimens, what think you then 
of ſupporting two or three Perſons of Qua- 
lity, that have been ruined by a bandſome 
Spirit, and whoſc extraordinary Splendor 
has obliged them to withdraw into Obſcu- 
rity? Such as theſe we re-cſtabliſh by che 
laudable means of a charitable Aſſcuably. 
Or what ObjeQion have you, Sir, to a 


handſome Rafile, or gencrous Contrihu- 
D tions, 
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tions, to diſtreſſed Ladies Women, the Na- 
ture of whoſe Education has rendered them 


incapable of any ſort of Work? Among 


others of our reſpectable Petitioners, I may 
reckon decayed Singers, Dancing: Maſters 
and Poets, beſides many other unfortunate, 
tho worthy Members of the Common- 
wealth. And leſt I ſhould be accuſed of hay- 
ing ated contrary to my own Maxims, I muſt 


_ confeſs, that I was once ſo unhappy as to 


fall into that vulgar Error of relicving your 
common Street-Beggars ; but I have this to 
fay for myſelf, that what 1 did was more 
out of regard to my own Reputation than 
to their Neceſlitics, and that it was but for 
a little time. 

Bunyan. Very exemplary and cdifying 
Charities, I muſt confeſs! And as your man- 


ner of treating the Beggars in the Streets 


ſeems quite as ſingular, I ſhall deſire that 
whole Article may be read. 

Lutke. Item, That the Honourable Glo- 
riana Strut made ſeveral annual Enter- 
tainments, for a parcel of gluttonous, gla- 
vering Prieſts, that they might ſpread and 
extol her Piety and Love for the Church: 
Upon which occaſion, ſhe took care to 
have a Croud of clamorous Beggars at her 
Door, whoſe Diſtreſs was to appear ſo af- 
fecting, that ſhe cries out in a compaſſionate 
Extacy, Oh dear !- theſe poor People's Mi- 
{cries pierce my Soul! La Guerre, go and 
5 | relieve 
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relieve theſe poor Wretches immediately 3 
for I am not able to ſupport their Cries ! 
Upon which all the Reverends lift up their 
Hands and Eyes, in an unmeaning Aſto- 
niſhment, and beg leave to aſſure her La- 
dyſhip, that her Charities are not to be pa- 
rallelled in Chronicle ; and upon the Receipt 
of about rwo-pence apiece, the Beggars are 
ordered to cry out, Live for ever, "Oh ge- 
nerous and bountiful Lady Strut ! And this 
Farce might probably have continued many 
Years, if her favourite Woman, Madc- 
moiſelle 4 Epingle, had not put a ſtop to 
it: For ſhe being a Woman of Honour and 
Spirit, could not bear to ſee a parcel of 
naſty Beggars running away with her legal 
Perquiſites, and was reſolved to take the 
firſt Opportunity of turning the Stream of 
her Ladyſhip's Bounty into its proper Chan- 
nel; and accordingly, one day, when ſhe 
found her Lady in a good Humour, ſhe ac- 
coſted her in the following manner; My 


dear pretty Lady, why do you throw away 


ſo much good Moncy upon thoſe naſty 


Beggars, to make the Street ſtink ſo that 
you cannot go out in it? I do it, Made- 
moiſelle, ſays ſhe, that the Clergy may 
ſpeak well of me, and extol my Charity, 
Oh, dcar Madam, they will ſpeak well of 
any body, that will fill their Bellies well; 
and a little of that good Money put toge- 
ther would buy Mademoiſelle one very 


D'S:. - pretty 
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pretty Etui. She took her Advice, and 
thus ended Glorianas Charity, to thoſe 
that were the propereſt Objects of it. 
Bunyan. The next Charge that appears 
againſt you, is, that you have been guilty 
of moſt ſavage Cruelties, and committed 
barbarous Murders, without the leaſt Re- 
morſe. | | 
Gloriana Strut. What, charged with 
Murder tco! This muſt be a very extraordi- 
nary kind of Juſtice indeed, if it condemns 
Ladies for being handſome. Was it my 
Fault, pray Sir, that my Eyes were made 
ſo killing? Is Chaſtity ſuch a Crime too, 
that a well-bred Reſerve ſhould bear the 
Imputation of Cruelty? Better let the 
Beau Monde periſh, than Gloriana not be 
= . 
Bunyan. Madam, I do aſſure you that all 
theſe Heroicks are quite thrown away; for 
you have entirely miſtaken the Nature of 
the Charge ; but the Regiſter will ſet you 
right. Clerk, pray turn to Page 74, and 
read to the Bottom. . 
Lule. Item, that the Honourable CI- 
riana Strut has had ſo little Mercy upon 
Chairmen, Footmen, and Horſes, that 
when ſhe was in the Infolence of her 
Beauty, it was a common thing for her to 
kill ſeven or eight Sets in a Year 3 and that 
ſhe grew ſo infamous for her Cruelty, that 
all Chairmen whatſoever abſolutely refuſed 
| to 
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to ſerve her; and that even her Coach 
horſes trembled, when ſhe entered her 
Coach. And it is remarkable, that upon 
the 25th of December, 1695, ſne came 
home in ſuch a terrible Fluſter, that Ma- 
demoiſelle was very much ſurprized; and 
ſaid, What, is your Ladyſhip come home 
on foot! how comes that about! you have 
dirtied your fine Shoes ſadly; Iam afraid 
that ſome bad Accident has happened to 
you. The Lady replied, It is only a Trifle, 
I aſſure you; nothing but the Loſs of an- 
other Chairman. Would you think it, 
ſays ſhe, that great Blunderbus Robin 
dropped down dead in the Dirt, juſt three 
or four Yards before he reached my own 
Door: And, as I was under an abſolute 
Neceſlity of ſtepping over the naſty Fel- 
low's Shoulders, I daubed myſelf abomi- 
nably, before that I could poſlibly approach 
the Pavement. If my Scoundrels would 
have helped me, to be ſure I ſhould have 
come off much better ; but inſtead of 

ing me, they were gaping and ſtaring at the 
dead Fellow: It vexes me, I muſt confeſs. 
I thought, ſays Mademoiſelle, that your 
good Ladyſhip would have been above vex- 
ing yourſelf for ſuch an Animal as a Chair- 
man. There is a Diſtinction to be made, 
Child, ſaid ſhe; I do not vex for the Death 
of the Fellow, but for the Loſs of him : 
| | . for 
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for I am afraid that if I kill ſo many, thoſe 
Brutes will not care to come near me. 

| Bunyan. Thus ended this Chriſtian Dia- 
logue; by which it appears that the Murder 
and Cruelty which you are charged with, 
comes out to be of a very different ſort 


from what you imagined; and let me tell 


you, is far from turning out to your Ho- 
nour. 

Gloriana Strut. Sir, my Honour will 
always be immaculate and ſafe, notwith- 
ſtanding the little, paltry Inſinuations, and 
vile Reflections of Freethinkers and Schiſ- 
maticks, that value themſelves upon cx- 
poſing Quality and the Church. 

Bunyan. Since you pretend to juſtify all 
your Actions by Reaſon; be ſo good (if 
poſſible) as to ſuppoſe yourſelf in the Si- 
tuation of one of theſe deſpicable Slaves 


of yours; and then tell me, whether you 


think it reaſonable for Men, that might be 
uſeful a thouſand ways to the State, to be 
trudging up and down, till they are ready 
to dic, with a great lazy Trolop, hanging 
in a vaſt glazed Box at their Shoulders, for 
no better end in the World, than to walk 
into forty or fifty different People's Houſes, 
where Multitudes of the ſame filly Crea- 
tures meet for the ſame ſilly Purpoſe, viz. 
that of ſeeing new Silks and new Faſhions, 
and looking out ſharp for Occaſions to gra- 


cify their Pride and their Spleen. At theſe 


Drums 
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Drums and Routs all the extravagant, idle 
Women in Town are drawn up in Parade. 
Here it is, that the moſt deſperate Purpoſes 
are reſolved upon, either to gratify their 
Luſt, or to have it in their Power, by the 
help of ſome rich Cully's Purſe, to equal 
a Superior, or to out-ſhine a Rival. Here 
they begin their Proſtitutions, and here alſo 
they initiate their little Progeny, and teach 
them to do the ſame. 

Gloriana Strut, Very pompous and 
grand indeed ! But what fay you to this, 
Mr. Orator? If the quick Circulation of 
the Specie be the Life and Soul of Trade, 
are not they that circulate it quickeſt the 
greateſt Encouragers of it? And are not 
the Diſſipations of the Extravaganr, as you 
arc pleaſed to call them, ſo many Bleſlings 
to the Induſtrious? Does not Order itſelf 
require thoſe Diſtinctions of Grandeur, and 
is not the, World ennobled and improved 
by it? 

Bunyan. Tho' this ſuperlatively perfect 
Lady has fo very ſingular a Talent for diſ- 
playing her own peculiar Excellencies, as 
to want very little Aſſiſtance; however, 
that even the leaſt conſiderable of them may 
not be over-looked, I ſhall do her the Juſtice 
to give you an Inſtance of her Humanity to 
the Men, and her Pity and Concern'for the 
Women, taken out of a familiar Confe- 


renec with her chief Confidant — 
as elle 
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ſelle 4 Epingle, and muſt deſire the Clerk 
to read from Page 79. to the Bottom. 

- Luke. With humble Submiſſion, my 
Lord, I have a very material Objection a- 

gainſt the reading of the Article propoſed, 

and muſt beg leave to have the Opinion of 

the Court. 

Peter. What is your Objection, Sir ? 

Luke. It is this, viz. that it contains 
ſeveral quaint Expreſſions in uſe among the 
Ladies, that convey the Idea of a Thing! 
my Lord, that would move a Chriſtian, 
but to hear it named; beſides the dark 
Meaning of a certain Hiatus or Chaſm, 
which, if it were properly filled up, would 
be downright Bawdy prepenſe. 

Bunyan. I am ſurpriſed, my Lord, to 
hear that learned Gentleman inſiſt ſo ſtrong- 
ly againſt the Article in queſtion, and to 
mention a certain Thing with ſuch an Air 
of Aſtoniſhment; when I will be bold to 
ſay, my Lord, that it is dreſſed out in as 
decent and comely a: Garb, as its Nature 
will poſſibly admit of. Whercas, if he will 
be pleaſed to call to mind the late Conference 
between Lady Si and Miſs Secret, about 
Rapes; he will find, that it is carried on in 
the ſtrongeſt, the plaineſt, and the oldeſt 

Terms, that the whole Language could 
poſlibly furniſh them with; and I defy him 
to ſthew me ſo much as one Inſtance of a 


' friendly Conference between the moſt 
noted 
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noted Church-danglers, Chapel-hunters, or 
old Prudes, where the chaſteſt Part of their 
Converſation is not much more indecent, 
than even the freeſt Expreſſion in the Arti- 
cle in diſpute. 

Peter. Words are but Words, Brother 
Luke; and let it be ever ſo bawdy, as it 
comes regularly before the Court, it ought 
to be read. 

Lake. I ſubmit to the Opinion of the 
Court, and ſhall read it accordingly. 

Mademoiſelle. Your good Ladyſhip muft 
certainly be induced with infinite Patience, 
to. be able to ſuffer yourſelf to be eternally 
teaſed, by ſuch immenſe Crouds of Lovers, 
as you have always about yon, 

Gloriana Strut. I cannot perceive that it 
requires ſuch an unmeaſurable Stock, merc- 
ly to be eaſy, whilſt one is admired ; I am 
ſure it would be quite inhuman to be an- 
gry : but I muſt own, there is one Cir- 
cumſtance that does give me ſome littlc 
Concern, for the Gentle and Good; which 
is, that the leaſt Glimpſe of my Charms 
ſhould ſo totally alienate the male Part of 
the Creation from the reſt of the Sex. | 

Mademoiſelle. That is good indeed 
in your Ladyſhip; for it is enough to 
make one aſhamed of one's Petticoats, to 
ſee the poor Wretches at ſuch Coſt and 
Pains in dreſſing out their Tifity-miews, 


and trudging from the Play to the Aſſem- 
E bly, 
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bly, and from the Aſſembly to Church, 
| hawking their Ware about from one But- 
rock or... . Market to another, and 
expoſing their Weakneſs and their Wants, 
to every Pair of Breeches they meet. 
. Gloriana Sirut. Theſe are crying Wants 
indeed! and I cannot but ſay, J have ob- 
ſerved of late, that even the grand Prero- 
gative, the magick Vortex, their Center of 
Delight, (once the Wealth, the Power, 
the Pride and Glory of the Sex) now ſcems 
to haye loſt its Virtue, and to attract no 
more; a Calamity, I fear, too juſtly charg d 
on my ſuperior Charms; and were they 
not ſuch pretending Upſtarts, one could 
almoſt condeſcend to pity them: but it is 
quite ridiculous, to ſee a parcel of inſigni- 
ficant Creatures flaunt it about, with a'co- 
quettiſh Air of Importance, at the ſame 
time. that they are in the utmoſt Diftreſs ; 
and are taken no more notice of by the 
Men of Taſte, than a Croud of dreffed 
Machines would be ; and what heightens 
the Folly, is, that theſe ſilly Wretches have 
the Vanity to be aiming at nothing leis 
than Coaches and Titles, when there is 
{carce a dirty Mechanick of tolerable Di- 
ſtinction, that would take double their For- 
tune, to be troubled with them. 
Bunyan. The Court, Madam, being ſuf- 
ficiently acquainted with your Religion and 
Humanity, deſires that you would inform 
them, 
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them of what good you have done your 
Country. 
 Glorzana Strut. If the Glory of a Coun- 
try conſiſts. in its Splendor, the Richneſs of 
its Ornaments, the Varicty and Delicacy'of 
its Food, and the Perfection of every thing, 
that can leaſe the Imagination, or raviſh 
the Senſes; and the procuring all theſe 
Bleſſings has any Merit in it; I may be very 
well allowed to ſay, that no one has ever 
deſerved better of their Country than I 
have done; for I have ranſacked the whole 
World, to find out ſomething exquiſite and 
new, and have enriched Great Britain with 
an incredible Treaſure of moſt ſurpriſing 
and agreeable Rarities; and, for the En- 
couragement of Trade, have introduced 
ſuch a Variety of ſtrange and coſtly Orna- 
ments in Dreſs, that I have been juſtly 
. tiled the Life and Soul of Faſhions and Fi- 
nery. And as trifling and flight a matter 
as this may appcar to be, to Gentlemen not 
much acquainted, perhaps, with Change of 
Faſhions ; I muſt beg leave to affurc' you, 
that ir requires a well-grounded Confidence 
in one's own Merit, to be able to introduce 
them: For what but the greateſt Goodneſs 
would undertake it! * but the greateſt 
Beauty could ſupport it! and what bur the 
greateſt Courage could poſſibly maintain the 
Introduction of a new Faſhion of Eclat, in 
the Face of all your Rivals, and in Defiance 
E 3 of 
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of the Envy and Malice of thoſe reptile 
Souls, that are the natural Enemies to every 
thing ſupetior to themſelves. The com- 
moneſt things we eat and wear, have once 
bern Rarities; and, in the Infancy of Ele- 
gance, have been introduced by the reign⸗ 
ing Toaſts of the Age, to whom conſe- 
quently all Nations ſtand indebted for every 
thing that is delicate and good; and as I 
need not bluſh to ſay, that I have deſerved 
more of my Country in that Particular, 
than any Mortal ever did, I may very juſtly 
expect thoſe Honours, and that Reward, 
which is duc to the moſt pious and polite 
Chriſtian, and the greateſt Ornament and 
Benefactor that any Country was ever bleſſed 
with. 

Bunyan. I have now gone through the 
— Part of your moſt celebrated Ac- 
tions; and was in hopes, indeed, that in ſo 
great a Pretender to Virtue I ſhould have 
met with ſome Sparks of Grace, and am 
ſorry to find myſelf ſo much deceived. 
Were you never aſhamed, Madam, of ſpend- 
ing ſo many precious Years in ſuch ſenſeleſs 
Vanities ? 

Gloriana Strut. Why doſt thou not ask 
the Fiſh, if they are not aſhamed to pals 
away their whole Lives in the Water? Or 
call the Birds to account for their fluttering 
ſo much of their Time away in the Air? 
as would tell thee, that it is their Ele- 

ment; 
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ment; and I tell thee, that Pleaſure is ours; 
it is the End, the Buſineſs, and the Birth- 
right of a Woman. 
Bunyan. Ye have had before ye, Gentle- 


men, an ample Relation of the Honourable 


Gloriana Strut's moſt ſhining Qualities, and 
their Effects; wherefore I muſt leave it 
to the Court, to paſs what Sentence they 
(hall judge to be moſt proper. 


Lord P ET E R, Preſident of the Council : 


RS. Gloriana Strut, you cannot 
but be ſenſible of the remarkable 
Indulgence of the Court; and that the 
Means which you have made uſe of, during 
the Space of ſixty- eight Years of your Pro- 
' bation, have been conſidered with all the 
Care, and examined with all the Fairneſs 
poſſible; and unhappily for you, Madam, 


it has been clearly proved, that during that 


whole Space of your Probation, you have 
been continually diſturbing the Church, 
corrupting the People, and impoveriſhing 
your Country. However, notwithſtanding 
that theſe are the greateſt of Miſchiefs; yet, 
ſince it has appeared to us that you are a 
very ſilly Woman, and little better than a 
natural Fool, we acquit you of all Malice 
and miſchievous Deſign; and, out of Com- 
paſſion to your Infirmities, which are chicf- 
ly Vanity, Selfiſhneſs, Inſolence, and Pre- 

ſumption, 
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ſumption, the Court has thought ſit to 
grant you one of its moſt approved Reme- 
dies. Accordingly I do in the Name, and 
by the Authority of the Commiſſioners 
here preſent, order and command the' Ho- 
nourable Gloriana Sirut, Widow, late of 
the Fag End of Quality-Court, to pals the 
whole Term of her next Probation, in the 
Situation and Character of a handſome 
Houſe-maid, under the abſolute Command 
of one, that has the true Spirit of a Fine La- 
dy's Woman; where ſhe is to remain, and 
to be uſed according to Cuſtom, till ſhe has 
expiated for her Cruelty to her inferior 
Servants, and learned the Elements of that 
great Virtue called Humility ; a ſmall Tinc- 
ture of which is abſolutely neceflary for 
= finc Lady, that ſets up to be a Chri- 
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